Should repeated partial splenectomy be attempted in patients with hematological diseases? Technical pitfalls and causes of failure in Gaucher's disease.
The awareness of the risk of overwhelming sepsis after splenectomy prompted surgeons to attempt splenic preservation in patients who had hematologic diseases for which splenectomy was the conventional treatment. Partial splenectomy for Gaucher's disease was widely performed before the introduction of alglucerase. In sporadic cases a second partial splenectomy had also been attempted. The authors present three cases of failed repeated partial splenectomy attempted before alglucerase was available. The role of angiography in planning operative strategy and the surgical pitfalls of this unusual reintervention are discussed. New indications for partial splenectomy in other hematologic diseases makes the experience gained with Gaucher's disease valuable for management decisions.